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Reverend Jacques Andre De Graff has served on the pastoral staff at Canaan Baptist Church 

under Reverend Dr. Thomas D. Johnson. 

Reverend De Graff is a graduate of Hunter College, studied at the NYU School of Real Estate, New 
York Theological Seminary and Harvard Kennedy School of Government. 

Reverend Jacques DeGraff has been an outspoken advocate for economic and social justice for 
communities of color. W ell known and respected in New York leadership circles, he has been a 
tireless advocate for Minority and Women owned businesses, where he helped to lead the passage 
of Local Law1 to create municipal opportunities for MWBE contracts.  

He has also become the co-chair of the New York Friends of Puerto Rico, an economic development 
and bridge building organization fostering opportunities and relationships between businesses, 

government and civic leaders in New York and Puerto Rico.  

Reverend De Graff has served as the 1st Vice President of the One Hundred Black Men, New York, 
where he has been a founding member of two public high schools; The Eagle Academy for Young 
Men and the Bronx School for Law, Government & Justice (Urban Assembly).  He currently serves as 
Chair & President for The Friends of Harlem Hospital the fund raising organization for the 

hospital; Board Member of the Non Traditional Employment for Women  a building trades 

opportunity program for women. and Chair of the NewsCorp Community Philanthropic Awards & 

Scholarships.  

Reverend De Graff’s prodigious organizing and communications skills keep him in constant demand 
in the media as a sought after speaker on matters concerning political analysis, diversity, social 
justice and minority affairs.  He is also a regular contributor on FOX NEWS and his leadership has 
been featured in the New York Times, Crain’s New York, Positive Community, City & State and 
other leading publications in articles on MWBE issues, the Black Church, Education and Social 
Justice.  

 

*title correction; Reverend De Graff was incorrectly listed as Senior Reverend. 


